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BROOKSVILLE

EDUCATION FOUNDATION

PO BOX 277, BROOKSVILLE, ME 04617

Greetings Iriends and Neighbors:

This has been a banner year for your Foundation.
We have awarded 23 scholarships, which is a typi-
cal number. However, the extraordinary generos-
ity of our donors in response to our 2021 appeal
has enabled us to increase the size of our scholar-
ships by $500. This brings the amount of our
“base” scholarships to $3,000 each and those for
“first generation” students to $4,000.

If you contributed last year, we thank you on
behalf of our students and hope you will renew
your support this year. If you are new to the
Foundation, we urge you to join the hundreds of
people in our community who have helped to
bring a college education within the reach of doz-
ens of Brooksville’s young people in recent decades.

In other news, we were gratified to learn this sum-
mer that Governor Janet Mills has launched the
Dolly Parton Imagination Library as a statewide
literacy program for young readers. The statewide
inauguration of this program promises to put free
books monthly into the hands of all Maine chil-
dren under the age of five years. We have been the
Brooksville DPIL sponsor for the past 12 years and
plan to continue in this role under the statewide
expansion of the program.

Feature articles about the BEF appeared this sum-
mer in both the 2021-22 Annual Report of the
Maine Community Foundation and the July 28,
Weekly Packet. Both articles stressed BEF’s com-
munity support and availability to all Brooksville
residents. A sidebar in the Packet article profiled
three BEF alumni (Barbara Blake-Chapman, Ben

Freedman and Nicole Bakeman) who now serve as

BEF trustees. We hope that more will join them in
time, providing a mechanism for one generation to
help lift the next.

One very welcome result of this publicity is that
the Thursday Club in Sedgwick has approached us
for advice on how to emulate our work in their
town, which we have gladly given. We hope that
other towns on the Blue Hill peninsula will follow
Sedgwick’s lead.

Finally, for those sufficiently interested in our poli-
cy and practice regarding scholarship administra-
tion, we refer you to the revised Introduction to
our Scholarship Application posted on our web-
site.  Our thinking in this area has evolved over
time with the benefit of experience and feedback
from our students and others. As always, we wel-
come your comments and suggestions.

Once again, we encourage you to bet on the edu-
cational aspirations of Brooksville’s youth. They
are our future.

Thank you sincerely,

Wil Jluk b

Michael McMillen, Chairman,

On behalf of the Trustees

Trustees: Nicole Bakeman, Barbara Blake-Chapman,
Rob Brown, Cammie Fowler, Ben Freedman, David
Ludlow, ‘Tonyia Peasley, Darene Powell, Kate Solter ,
Verena Stoll, Joanne Van der Eb, Marvis Lou
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RECENT GRADUATES:

Congratulations to the following Brooksville students who have recently completed programs.
We wish them all the best in work and/or graduate school:

Silas Bates — BS Mechanical Engineering, University of Maine, Orono

Lillian Gray — BS Accounting, Curry College

Hope Osborn — Associates Medical Assisting, Beal College

Francesca Ciampa — BS Political Science, University of Pennsylvania

Alisa Dodge — Special Education Certificate, University of Maine, Machias

Trixie Betts - BA Spanish and Criminal Justice, TESL Certification, University of Maine, Orono

Caitlin Powell — Gaclic language immersion courses in preparation for graduate studies in Cultural Linguistics in Scotland.

SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS FOR 2022-2023 ACADEMIC YEAR

We wish our students the best of luck in school this year. We are proud of all of them for their ambition, vision,

and plain hard work. We hope they have many experiences that prove useful in their lives and uplifting to their spirits.
Scholarships this year have been awarded in the amount of $3,000.

Unless noted below, scholarships have been awarded from the Maryann Snow Bates Scholarship Fund.

The following students have been awarded scholarships from our other funds:

Phyllis Ames Cox Scholarship Fund: Caitlin Powell, John Gray, Lillian Gray, Silas Bates, Garrett Parker, Zephyr Martin
Faye Austin Cosentino Scholarship Fund: Abigail Parker, Maeve McLaughlin, Mackenzie Tapley,

Isabel Grindle Condon Scholarship Fund: Micaela Osborn, Sara Clifford (§1,200), Hannah Ackerman

Edwin & Evelyn Dyer Family Memorial Fund: Schuyler Van der Eb

Michael McMillen, Jr. Scholarship Fund: Finn Davis-Batt, Emma Crosby, Libby Weed

First Generation Fund (supplemented by donations from Our Lady of the Evergreens Chapel): Abigail Parker, Silas Bates,
Emma Crosby, Garrett Parker, Jasmine Thomas, Margrethe Hooper, Mackenzie Tapley, Sophie Peasley will each receive and
additional $1,000 scholarship as first-generation college students.

SCHOLARSHIP RENEWALS

An asterix (*) in the following tables indicates alumni returning to school for further education.

NAME UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE MAJOR

Anna Trowbridge

University of Vermont Sophomore, Russian Studies

Emma Crosby University of Maine, Augusta Senior, Mental Health & Human Services

Garrett Parker University of Maine, Orono Sophomore, Electrical Engineering

Hannah Ackerman Connecticut College Senior, Human Development & Education

Jasmine Thomas University of Maine, Machias Senior, Business & Entrepreneurial Studies

Joe Ciampa
Libby Weed

Boston College Sophomore, Math & Physics

Simmons University Senior, Psychology

Margrethe Hooper University of Maine, Augusta Working part-time toward an Associate degree in Liberal Studies

Mackenzie Tapley Maine Maritime Academy Senior, Marine Biology

Nicholas Laszlo
Sara Clifford*

Thomas Jefferson University Sophomore, Architecture

Maine Education Consortium Working part-time toward Early Elementary and Early Childhood

Maine Teacher Certification

Schuyler Van der Eb* University of Maine, Orono Senior, BS Civil/Environmental Engineering

Sophie Peasley University of Maine, Orono Sophomore, Psychology

Zephyr Martin Drexel University Final year of a 6-year work-study program, BA Architecture

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2021 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

MARYANNE SNOW BATES FOUNDATION (BAFF/BASF)

ISABEL GRINDLE CONDON SCHOLARSHIP FUND (COND)

PHYLLIS AMES COX SCHOLARSHIP FUND (PACS)

FAYE AUSTIN CONSENTINO SCHOLARSHIP FUND (FAYE)

FIRST GENERATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND (FGFS)

CHILDREN'S FUND (BACF)

D.ELWIN AND EVELYN DYER FAMILY MEMORIAL FUND (DYEF)

MICHAEL N. MCMILLEN SCHOLARSHIP FUND (MIKE)

FAYE FGFS BACF DYEF MIKE TOTALS

PACS

COND

BAFF/BASF

166,529 & 509,385 S 166,174 S 68,879 $ 40,498 § 17,688 $§ 98,193 $ 1,646,411

579,065 §

$

Fund Balance as 0of9/30/21

Support and Revenues

$300 $10,680 $31,255 S 103,617

-54,613

$3,670
57,877

$10,650

-519,549

$1,850 $20,483
-$58,055

-$18,362

$24,729

Contributions Received

(186,295)

-$14,884 $

-$2,340

-$60,615

Gain/Loss on Investments
Investment Income

4,694
(14,369)

$330 ¢
41,028
45,500

57
$172
41,881

$116

$196
$607
$5,500

$482
$1,494

$1,453
44,502
41,881

$465

$1,441

$1,595
54,767

-$358

Investment Management Fees

Interfund Transfer

$500
$10,606

$3,250
435,808

Other Revenues/Grant Refunds

Total

-$63,615

$10,173

$882 -$4,555

-$9,911

-$42,502

-$17,488

Distributions

70,750

$5,500 $

$500

$4,000

$16,000 $5,000

$5,000

$34,750

Grants & Scholarships

2,138
23,822
96,710

$2,138
$7,996

$44,884

Administrative Expenses

MCF Fee
Total

$7,492 $2,493 $1,003 5498 $268 $1,669 $
$7,493 $5,003

$23,492

$2,403
$7,403

$768 $7,169 $

$498

Fund Balance as 0of9/30/22

Investments, Fair Value

$141,638 $443,391 $148,770 $64,758 $35,445 $27,526 $101,197 $1,486,086

$498,373

$9,000 $ 81,200

$3,000

$7,200 $18,000 $9,000 $8,000 $0

$27,000

Grants/Scholarships Payable*

*Reflects grant and scholarship awards approved by Trustees in 2022 for December disbursement

Sufficient cash is held in accounts to cover grant disbursements and expenses for the coming year.

Remaining fund balances are held in the Primary Investment Pool of the Maine Community Foundation.




SARAH COX 1939-2022:
AN APPRECIATION

Mike McMillen

It took me five tries to recruit Sarah Cox to serve
on the board of the Brooksville Education
Foundation. When she finally relented in 2010,
she said she had resisted my previous entreaties
because of other commitments, all of which she
took seriously and to which she gave her all.
Peninsula Ambulance Corps, the Brooksville
Harbor Committee and later the Brooksville
Comprehensive Plan Committee are a few that
come to mind, not to mention her business, Lyric
Tile. Itis often said that the trustees of non-profits
should be in position to contribute one of three
critical ingredients to the enterprise - wealth, wis-
dom or work. Sarah consistently contributed all
three in good measure during her twelve years on
the Foundation board, and did so with good spirits
and an optimistic outlook.

She considered our annual scholarship review to
be the “the best day of the year.” She was always
curious to know the results of our community fund
raising efforts and not hesitant to ask for donations
to our cause. She established the Phyllis Ames

Cox Scholarship Fund in her mother’s memory
from which seven scholarships have been awarded
this year alone. As a result of our countless hours
spent mulling how best to serve the children of
Brooksville, Sarah also established the Brooksville
Children’s Fund, which underwrites our participa-
tion in the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. She
tracked weekly announcements of Brooksville
births in the news to let parents know they could
enroll newborns to begin getting free books through
this program. The Children’s Fund is also our pri-
mary source of grants to the Brooksville Elementary
School to enrich educational offerings. She was, as
well, a tireless contributor to this newsletter. She
was the diligent master of our mailing list, con-
stantly pruning and updating as people came to
and departed our town . She was our chief copy
editor. If you find errors in the current issue, it is
because Sarah is no longer at our side with her
sharp red pencil and critical mind.

She would always end our work sessions by saying,
“You’re doing good work. Keep it up, Kiddo,” as a
big sister might to a younger sibling. Indeed, it is
with a sense of having lost a big sister that we bid
Sarah farewell. Brooksville has lost a dear friend
but future generations will continue to benefit
from her legacy.

A GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING:
A REVOLVING ACCOUNT BENEFITING
BROOKSVLLE SCHOOL STAFF

Cammie Fowler

One benefit of working at the Brooksville Elementary
School is financial support for pursuing further education.
From a school leadership perspective, paying for teacher
education costs is not just a nice job perk, it is an essential
part of our employment package and school culture, if we
want a highly skilled school staff.

Unfortunately, like most schools, education costs are reim-
bursed, meaning staff members front the $850 - $1,700
cost of classes from their personal funds. This is where the
Brooksville Education Foundation stepped in, providing a

grant to establish a $6,000 revolving staff-development
account in September of 2019. The account covers the
upfront cost of teacher classes and is then reimbursed
from school funds once classes are completed. The mes-
sage here is two-fold. One is that the Brooksville Education
Foundation supports the educational pursuits of our
school staff. The other is that it trusts in their motivation
to complete and gain professionally from coursework this
fund enables them to pursue. These are powerful mes-
sages in a school culture.

To date, ten classes have been paid and reimbursed from
this account. The courses have ranged from library collec-
tions to special education. Through this account the
Brooksville Education Foundation assists the school in
building a highly educated staff and a culture focused on
life-long learning.

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS

ABIGAIL PARKER

University of Southern
Maine

Freshman, Environmen-
tal Science

CAITLIN POWELL*

Sabhal Mor Ostaig,
University of Highlands
and Islands

Masters candidate in
Gaelic Language and
Culture

COLE LEPPER

University of Southern
Maine

Freshman, Cyber
Security

MAEVE MCLAUGHLIN

Wheaton College
Norton, MA

Freshman, Women &
Gender Studies focused
on Education

FINN DAVIS-BATT*

University of

Colorado, Boulder

One year pre-health
program preparatory to
medical school

MICAELA OSBORN

University of Maine,
Presque Isle
Senior, Education

JOHN GRAY

Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
Freshman, Electrical
Engineering

MISTY LIMEBURNER

Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity
Freshman, Textile Design

LILLIAN GRAY*

Curry College
One-year Masters
in Accounting

SILAS BATES*

University of Maine,
Orono

Master’s program in
Mechanical Engineering




STUDENT LETTERS:

Following are passages from letters we have received from
students that they have agreed to share with our readers.

Abigail Parker, Unwersity of Southern Maine

“I aspire to work in a field that allows me to help find ways we can preserve our planet for the future.
I hope to be able to have a career where the work I do truly makes a difference. I am passionate about
caring for and preserving the environment, and I want to be part of a movement to ensure future
generations will be able to experience nature the way I was able to as a child growing up in coastal
Maine. I believe one of the most vital ways to ensure that future is to find sustainable ways to keep
our planet clean.”

Anna Trowbridge, Unwersity of Vermont

“Coming from such a tight-knit community and beloved home on the peninsula, the idea of leaving
my friends and family to go to a place where I didn’t know anyone was extremely daunting. But as
soon as I got to Burlington, unpacked my clothes, posters, and plants, and met the lovely people I
would be living with, a lot of that anxiety dissipated more quickly than I could have imagined. Almost
without exception, my classes have been interesting and enjoyable, the professors engaging, knowl-
edgeable and kind.”

Finn Davis-Batt, Unwersity of Colorado

“During my freshmen year (at Bowdoin), my close friend (I'll call him Leo) began exhibiting symptoms
of schizophrenia, and I was suddenly thrust into a new world of psychology. Those next few years
were difficult as Leo fought to reconcile the complexities of his suddenly changing reality and as his
friends and family fought to understand this struggle. As the months progressed, I began to reach out
more to Leo to help him understand and navigate his newfound reality and was met by an enthusiasm
that I had not expected. Throughout this time, I continued my studies at Bowdoin and graduated with
a BA in psychology. I am currently working at the Schizophrenia Center of the Johns Hopkins
Hospital. Every day I am surrounded by people who, like Leo, are undergoing extreme dissociations
from reality. I have finally found a pursuit where I am able to integrate patient care with a fundamen-
tal inquisition into the workings of the mind. “

Joe Ciampa Boston College

“After the heavy COVID restrictions imposed on college students during the 2020-21 academic year,
I was not looking forward to this year. I'm happy to say that my fears were completely unfounded. I
was able to spread my wings this year, both in the classroom and outside it. The most significant effect
pertains to my field of study. I went into this year as a math major, but came into contact with phys-
ics and decided I loved it. I'm not ready to give up on math yet, as I still have a wild passion for it. I
have elected to pursue a double major in physics and math.”

Maeve McLaughlin Wheaton College

“For my senior speech project in high school, I took a deep look into LGBTQ+ curriculum inclusion
and I found that this was where I was happy. I got to put my passion for inclusion into work so that
students feel seen in their learning environment while others become accustomed to more gender-
neutral language and different family dynamics. My passion for LGBTQ+ curriculum inclusion (and
inclusive curriculums in general) can be further discovered at Wheaton College, where I will go into
Women and Gender studies with a focus on education. My goal is to work in curriculum develop-
ment.”

Micaela Osborn, Unwersity of Maine - Presque Isle

“Over the last few years, I have greatly wanted to return to college to earn a degree. I have worked
in the first and second grade classrooms for the past two school years as an ed tech and have had the
best two years of my life, bonding with students and sharing in their joy that comes with learning. At
this point, I do not want to wait any longer in pursuing my dreams of being a classroom teacher. I
plan to attend an online program through the University of Maine Presque Isle, so that I can con-
tinue working with the students of Brooksville while working towards a degree in elementary educa-
tion.”

Misty Limeberner, 7homas Jefferson University

“When I'm sitting at my loom, passing the shuttle back and forth, I smile with gratitude. I think back
to how I got here. My great-grandmother studied weaving in Sweden and brought that tradition
back to our community. I will be attending Thomas Jefferson University, majoring in Textile Design.
I dream of returning home someday with my educational experiences to start a small business, like
my great grandmother, that will give back to my community.”

Sara Clifford, Maimne Education Consortium

“I believe that among my greatest strengths as an educator, is the ability to provide the student with
high-quality learning experiences and the whole family with resources that can help provide support
to allow the family to thrive. To stimulate development, I love to be creative with my learning expe-
riences to allow students to receive unique opportunities. To help strengthen families, I have exten-
sive background and experience that has deepened my knowledge of low-income resources in our
area. I need to complete one final course to receive the last required credential and finalize my
teaching certification. I will enroll in the Maine Education Consortium to complete this last chapter
of my journey to becoming an early primary level teacher.”

John Gray, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

“My mind is definitely wired for STEM topics. Ever since I can remember I've been strong in math
and science classes. When I was a little kid, I was always doing 1000-piece puzzles and building
complex models out of Lego’s. Every experiment I have ever done in school has been the best part
of my classes. I just enjoy figuring out how things work and fit together. I plan to spend the next
four years at MIT taking full advantage of everything it has to offer. I realize that I have an oppor-
tunity most people don’t get and I want to make the most of my time there so I can someday make
a positive mark on the world.”

Cole Lepper Unwersity of Southern Maine

“Before the pandemic, it was easy for me to get work done, just as long as I was at school. Going
remote in March of 2020 impacted my learning significantly. As the return to in person learning
kept getting pushed back, it became harder to do the work. By the end of the school year, I was
barely passing. My senior year in high school arrived with the mess of the pandemic still fresh in my
mind. Wanting to redeem myself after struggling with my studies, I signed up for Pre-Calculus. The
first days were full of fear that I was doomed to fail again. As the class went on, I did better than
well - I did near perfect. Within the second week of school the teacher agreed to let me do the class
as an honors credit, something I thought impossible. With perseverance, I pass honors Pre-Calculus
with a 99.5. Throughout the rest of the school year all my grades go up across the board. I had
reconnected with my work ethic and self-motivation. I'm excited to go to USM and study cyber
security and look forward to being able to help others be safe in this online world.”

Cait Powell, Sabhal Mor Ostaig, Unwersity of Highlands and Islands, Isle of Skye, Scotland

"The support of the Brooksville Education Foundation goes beyond financial into feeling like an
emotional life-ring as well."




